164 WITH THE PILGRIMS TO MECCA
War, fearing revelations and the consequences, approached
his Majesty and told him that the soldiers had rebelled in
connection with the cursed Babi Rebellion. The late Shah
returned to the Palace at once, and had fourteen of the
soldiers executed, and then started on a trip to the hills.
When he came back it was to discover the mistake he had
made, and, as an act of repentance, he absolved the town
from the yoke of soldiery."

The Turk, Mahmud Bey, rose and made to leave the
eating-house. Looking the Persian Mirza in the eyes, he
said: " My friend, it is better to be seated in a corner, deaf
and dumb, than to have a tongue that is not under one's
control. I have the honour to bid you good-bye." My
guide and I followed him, leaving the others to digest his
admonition at their leisure, and bent our steps once more
in the direction of the Harem for the purpose of visiting
the interior of the House of God.

The gate of the House, except on certain occasions, is
kept shut. It is opened for men on the tenth day of the
month of Muharram, and for women on the following day.
During each of the months of Rabiu-'l-awal, Rajab, and
Ramazan (the Muhammadan Lent) admittance is granted
on two occasions to the devout, who are again free to cross
the sacred threshold once in the month of Sha'ban. On the
twelfth day of Rabiu-'l-awal prayers are offered by the high
priest of Mecca, within the Ka'bah, for the health of'his
Majesty the Sultan. This ceremony is a private one. The
open sesame to the house, in the days of pilgrimage, is the
seductive jingle of gold. An influential Hajf, by means* of
bakhshish, can effect an entrance whenever he likes, but his
poverty-stricken fellow-pilgrims are not granted the same
privilege. Twice every year the house is ceremoniously
cleaned and washed. When that happens it is incumbent
on the Sherff, the Governor-General of Hejaz, the head